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COGA Statement Regarding AQCC Proposed Rulemaking 
 
DENVER – The Colorado Oil & Gas Association (COGA) responds to the Air Quality Control 
Commission (AQCC) and Air Pollution Control Division’s (APCD) proposed rulemaking that will take 
place in December:  
 
“Air quality in Colorado is improving and the oil and natural gas industry deserves a share of the 
credit. Between 2011 and 2017, volatile organic compound emissions from oil and gas facilities along 
the Front Range fell 45 percent while statewide oil production quadrupled and natural gas production 
tripled.  
 
“Colorado is widely known for having the most stringent air quality rules in the nation. These rules 
exist because the AQCC and APCD staff worked closely with stakeholders to make sure those rules 
were functional. No regulation is perfect, but these rules have been successful as a result of that 
collaboration. For example, Colorado was the first state in the nation to impose a methane rule, and 
we are the only state to adopt oil and gas Control Techniques Guidelines (CTGs) to reduce ozone 
formation.  
 
“There are many factors that contribute to Colorado’s air quality, including a growing population, 
decomposing trees in Colorado’s expansive forests, and emissions that are transported here as a 
result of our unique topography and atmospheric patterns. Overcoming these challenges goes beyond 
any single industry, but we are working hard to do our part. 
 
“Exciting innovations are taking shape in Colorado’s oil and gas fields around tankless production, 
electrification, and the utilization of new leak detection technologies. Industry is also deeply engaged 
in learning more about what else can be done to reduce hydrocarbon emissions systematically and 
how we can further reduce emissions from pneumatic devices.  
 
“Collaboration, innovation, listening, learning, and working together are more than buzzwords, they 
are the Colorado way. As a neutral, deliberative body, the AQCC has the opportunity and 
responsibility to promulgate rules based on the law and facts. Coloradans deserves a data-driven and 
cost-effective approach.  
 
“Timing for the proposed emissions inventory rules, in particular, is problamatic. Before companies 
report new data from the equipment and activities listed in the proposal, consistent methods for 
calculating or estimating emissions need to be developed. As proposed, companies would be required 
to start keeping new records on January 1, 2020 -- less than two weeks after the hearing and before 
the rules can even take effect. While industry supports the use of emission inventories to provide 
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sound emission data to the APCD, the Commission should push back the inventory start date in 
Regulation 7, and begin working with stakeholders to develop functional emission inventory protocols 
to ensure year-over-year comparisons for future emission reductions. 
 
“Additionally, proposals that lack emission benefits do not belong in this rulemaking. Rules for rules 
sake have no merit in this conversation. Furthermore, more data needs to be considered in this 
discussion. We fear the speed with which these rules were put together has limited the opportunity to 
fully consider data accuracy and data sources. Finally, costs and implementation objectives need to 
be thoughtfully considered. 
 
“The people who work in the APCD are smart, talented, and dedicated to protecting public health. 
Unfortunately, the Division’s staff was unnecessarily rushed through this initial phase. We think the 
Commission should initiate a collaborative and thorough stakeholder engagement process before 
finalizing expansive new rules. Robust stakeholder processes have proven their worth in the past, and 
we should repeat those deliberative steps in this case, and work to develop thoughtful rules that 
support a healthy environment and a healthy economy.” 
 
-- Dan Haley, President and CEO of the Colorado Oil & Gas Association   
 
 
About COGA 
Founded in 1984, the Colorado Oil & Gas Association’s (COGA) mission is to promote the beneficial, 
efficient, responsible and environmentally sound development, production and use of Colorado oil and 
natural gas. COGA is a nationally recognized trade association that supports the responsible 
expansion of oil and natural gas markets, supply, and transportation infrastructure through its growing 
and diverse membership.  


